umb, 67- 
Heraclitus Ridens : 
A T 


A Dialogue between Feft and Earne[t, concerning the Times. 


Cucldap, Way the oth. 1682. 


Feft ID you ever fee fuch a {mart 
Youth as this little Fop doodle 
of a News-monger? Well, he’s 

' mafter of very brisk parts. 

Earn. Why fo ? 

“. Feft. Do but confider; we were making an 
honeft innocent Query or two lat Zuefday, which 
I fuppofe, troubled him; Ay, thinks he, are you 
for Querying again? Now for thewing my rca- 
dinefs at a Repartee, le give you fuch a Thum- 
per fhall make your fhoulders ake, Whip flap 
dafh, Qu. Whether Her. Ridens writes not always 
when he was drunk? This came oat the very 
next day, and muft needs aftonifh one, what with 
its weight, what with its quicknefs, 

Earn. And yet, it may be he has not inform’d 
the World of one Incoherence in our Difcourfes, 
which would have been fomething at lealt to- 
wards proving us befide our felves; And thus 
much we may expe weekly from our huthng 
Punch the Prot. Cur. He'l abufe ye by all the 
naughty words his Didionary can furnith ye with, 
without knowing or defigning any reafon for’t. 
For this is the way of the Party ftill, who ufe 
. conftantly to put the worft Names and Cha- 
racters upon all they don't like; bat can’t abide 
to be put upon the tedious work of proving any 
thing. They defire to be excufed for that matters 
tis a longfom bufinefs. 

Feft. That's the De’lon’t. But now you {peak 
of proving, what fay you to the Looking: glafs- 
man you almoft promifed to deal withal the latt 
time we met ? 

Earn. As for the particular and merely private 
Raillery he has publith’d, ic does not concern us 
( however eafily it may be refelPd ) to confiders 


and the Pexfons upon whom he has plac’d his ° 


Refied&ions will perhaps not think him worth 
theix notice; but for what’s generally f{poken 
and has any pretence to be regarded, it lies pag. 4. 
where he complains how the prefent Clergy 
trouble themfelves about Obedience to Superi- 
ours; in pag 9. where he logically exempts the 
Differters from being obnoxious to Statutes made 
Pofitively againft ems; and for the relt, he fums 
all up himfelf in three particulars: Pew-clap- 
ping, Sternbold and Hopkins, and Churcli Huzza- 
ing, as he calls it, p16. 

Jef. Well, you have a mind to be grave a 
little, pray don t be tedious. 


Earn. He fays firft, It is the Duty of -our 
Clespy to preach Obedience tothe Laws and Govern- 
ment ; but they are not to be Fudges of the breaches 
of that Obedience, ( very featly expreft ) otberwife 
they were to take their Texts out of Pultoti, and not 
out of the Bible. And afterwards, What have they 
todo with Affociations and Addrdfes, they can never 
prove by Scriptsre that either are forbidden. 

Jet. There nay be fome good Minifier who 
can’t immediately chuck upon a Text in holy 
Writ, that does pofitively command the keeping 
a Fafion the Thirtieth of Fanusry, or a Featt on 
the Fifth of November, and otliers perhaps that 
have not proofs eneugh ready by ’em to refute 
the Opinions of that grand Whig Milton concern- 
ing Divorce and Marrying again; or to evince 
that *tis Treafon to call the-King a Papift, and 
many like matters. 

Earn. True, and yet it may be: neceffary fome- 
times that the Obfervation of thofe Days be in- 
culcated without citing the Acts of Parliament 
that enjoyns it. And if a Minifter fhould, know 
a man to be already married, he need not be 
very much afraid of being thought a medier in 
Politica! affairs, for denying fo marry him again. 
Likewife, if he find his Parithioners wheadled in- 
to a good opinion of a moft villanous Affecia- 
tion and ready to fubfcribe it or fpeak well of ic, 
he may caliy produce forty Texts to prove that 
it is contrary to the Principles. of Chriftianity to 
be rebellious or feditious: and thefe Tex fhall 
as fully evince the Sin of that Proje&, as if ie 
were written, ‘ Thou fhalt not Affociate with 
“any Noble or bafe, Peer of Peafant, againft thy 
“ Jawful Prince. 

Felt. have always obferv’d irideed, that our 
holy Brethren can very hardly be pesfuaded that 
Treafon, Sedition or Sacrilege fhould be accounted 
Sins. 

Earn. But to his Logick next, and verily here 
} my felf can hardly hold laughing, notwith- 
fianding, my ferious temper. Never ¢( fays he ) 
any Law givers ever made a Lave, with an intent to 
punifh any man that fpeaks Divine Truth, But this 


. Law againft Diffenters punifbes many a man that 


freaks Divine Truth: Therefore never any Law-givers 
intended this Law againft Diffenters. 
fet. True Tarbox! I am no Logician, Ple 
fwear, but I can feel the Nonfenfe of this 
Coxcombly Syllogifm. 
Earn. 





Earn. And yet he teizes it fo that it fills a whole 
Page. But when he fays Never any Lawgi- 
vers, &c. he’s too univerfal, and forgets thofe 


that prohibited: {peaking any more in the name of - 


Jefus. Perhaps indeed he meant it only of Pro~ 
tejtant Law-givers, whodo not, truly, make Laws 
to punith men that fpeak Divine Truth , for feak- 
ing it, but allow them to preach it as long as they 


pleafe to five in a private Houfe, and to a Con- — 


gregation in the place appointed for it. A man 
may make many very fallacious Arguments after 
this rate. No Government punifbes its Subjects 
for defending their Conntrey or deftroying its Ene- 
mies. But this won’t jultifie a Censinel that fhall 
leave his ftation to kill halt a dozen of the adverfe 
Party. Every body that has read Roman ftory 
can tell of young Pofthwmius, Terquatus and others, 
who were put to death or punifh’d for fighting 
without Orders, though they got the Victory. 

Jet. You need gono further than the Englifh 
Hiftory to tmd one Philpot a Citizen ot London 
call’d in queftion for arming a Ship or two to fup- 
prefsaPyrat ; The Action though of it felf lau- 
dable being fubject to Cenfure, for being done 
without the confent of the Government. 

Earn. Our Author’s next Charge upon the 
Crape-Gowns is the flapping of the Pew-doors in 
Prayer-time, and in that he touches no body but 
the Half-Conformifts , who thinking meanly of 
the facred Offices ftay later than becomes ’em. 
Af leaft neither this norhis next two can affect 
the Clergy at all, and fo are very impertihent to 
his Title, wherehe pretend, Obfervations and Re- 
flettions upon fome late Sermons, and his Pamphlet 
being but torty Pages, his firlt Citation of any of 
thofe Sermons is not till p. 23. 

Fe. Away then with the other two, and leave 
him. 

Earn. For his tittle witty Difcourfe about the ill 
Tranflation of the Pfalms now ufed, he confefles 
the prefent Clergy to be generally not fond of 
it; but not willing to put well-meaning People 
in fear of Innovations, and this Objection he 
does not attempt to anfwer. His laft he calls 
Church Huzzaing , which is fo rarely praGifed, 
by fo {mall a number of men, at fo few places, 
and does fo little concern the Preacher, that ’tis 
not worth while to jultifie or excufe it: befide 
that a bwm is a more grateful found by far than 
groaning, blowing of Nofes and fnivelling fo con- 
ftantly ufed by his Clients of the’fhort- Jump-way. 

Jet. Methinks after all you have lett out one 
extraordinary Notion he has obliged the World 
withal, which is pag. 21. If the Presbytcrians 
hold King-killing Doctrine , they learn it ofthe Church 
of Englanud-men, for the Qu. Elizabeth-Clergy were 
a part of the Body, that pret and urged the Queen to 
hajten the Execution of the Queen of Scots. 

Earn. So were the Clergy a part of the Body that 
was faid to pafs the Bill tor repealing the 35. of 
Eliz. but what then? Are they to be thought fuch 
Encmies to the Peace of the Kingdom as to be of 
themfelves for its Abrogation? °Tis not certain, 
but they were againft that Execution; but grant- 
ing they were earnefi for it, their zeal was tor the 


Prefeevation of the Life of their own Sovereign 
againft which the faid Queen had legally been 
found guilty of fome machinations, They were 
none of her Subje&ts and no more given to King- 
killing than thofe that kill’d the Scotch King James 
at Flodden-Field, or than Jofbna, or Ehud, or 
Samuel. ; 

Feft. So much then for the New-foiler. Let’s 
have a Jittle touch with Thumbkin, I.xeckon_ he’l . 
make us,fome fport, and then we’l have done. 

Earn. He has found out a new Tory-Popith- 


* Plot upon his Puppily Courant ; fome body or o- 


ther, if he don’t lye, made his Printer tipfie, fo 
that the Proteftants miti of their promifed News 
Jatt Thurfday, and to icll this and that he has 
chang’d his Printer and his days, take up a good 
{pace in his Paper. 

Fet. Well, but what News? 

Earn. None at all. He can’¢ tell any thing 
but what every body knows or the other News- 
Papers have faid already, but only he has given 
the World a fidtitious Oration as Sir Wiliam’ 
Fones’s \aft Speech, and though all the World 
know he behav’d himfelf very penirently to-' 
wards his end, except when in his delirous fits 5 
yet’this Jonny would infinuate him to have kept 
upin himfelf a pertinacy unbecomjng an honeit, 
underftanding, loyal Gentleman. $ 

Fet. Ficupon him, does not he know De mor- 
tuis nil nifi bonum, which though not always to 
be obferv’d in matters relating to the publick or 
Pofterity, yet holds conftantly in al private mat- 
ters. And he might have learn’d the Obferva- 
tion of that Proverb fiom the very Filh-Wives, 
who never cry ftinking Mackrel. : 

Earn. But in honour of him, he fays he deferves 
higher Elegies than he dare venture to give him 

Feft. High Elegies! in the name of Nonfenfe, 
what are they? and why dare not he give him 
what he deferves? 

Earn. One other piece of News indeed he has, 
and that he fays he is obliged to acquaint the World 
with, wz. that Heraclitus, &c. would if they bad 
Power, not only lefJen bis Majefty in bis Crown and 
Prerogative, but utterly deprive him of both, and bis 
Life into the Bargain. 

Fet. Well, 1 hope he won’t {wear it; for if he 
do but add that we Mad adetign too upon Oates 
and the E. of §. lait Sunday when they were to- 
gether; we are gone without hopes of an Igae- 
ramus. preety 
Earn. At laft, when he has faid all this, which 
one would think were cnough for one body, he 
concludes, that for want of rovm be cannot fay any 
thing now to Harry Clitus. 

Fe#. Why fo 2 he has above half a Column to {pare, 
it had been but ieaving our the old Phyficians Advertiie. 
ment till another time 5 but this muft be an excufe when 
they have nothing clfeto fay. For my part, I am per- 
fedtly tired with ‘em, they may be anfwer’d and batter’d 
over and over again,and they’ reply with a hittle dull com. 
mon Raillery, I am for tke Countrey as foon, as the Wea- 
ther ferves. r 

Barn. Expc& a little what this Widgeons threats will 
come to, and then I’le go with you. e 

Fett. Nay, Idon’c refolve upon’e yet. 
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